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ALEXANDER URSZU 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany 8S. 762] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 762) for the relief of Alexander Urszu, having considered the same, 
reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends that 
the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF PHE BELL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Alexander Urszu. The bill provides for an 
appropriate quota deduction and for the payment of the required visa 
fee and head tax. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 20-year-old native and citizen of 
Hungary who last entered the United States as a student on July 26, 
1950, to attend Blair Academy, Blairstown, N. J. He is presently en- 
rolled as a premedical student at Lafayette College, Easton, Pa., and 
is supported by his uncle, Dr. Alexander Urszu Bertland. 

A letter dated August 13, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with refer- 
ence to the case reads as follows: 


Aveust 13, 1951. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 762) for the relief of Alexander 
Urszu, an alien, 

The bill would provide that the alien shall be considered to have been lawfully 
admitted to the United States for permanent residence as of the date of its enact- 
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ment, upon payment of the required visa fee and head tax. It would also direct 
the ceorptna of State to instruct the proper quota-control officer to deduct one 
number from the appropriate immigration quota. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the alien is a native and citizen of Hungary, having been born on 
October 3, 1931, in Budapest. He entered the United States from Australia at 
the port of Honolulu, T. H., on July 26, 1950, when he was admitted as a student 
under section 4 (e) of the Immigration Act of 1924 for a temporary period expiring 
on July 26, 1951. He claimed that he was coming to the United States to study 
at the Blair Academy at Blairstown, N. J. 

The files further reflect that other than his uncle, the alien has no relatives in 
this country. He has part-time employment waiting on tables at Blair Academy 
and his uncle, Dr. Bertland, takes care of any additional expenses as the alien 
has no assets. 

The quota of Hungary, to which the alien is chargeable, is oversubscribed for 
many years and an immigration visa is not readily obtainable. His case is similar 
to those of many other aliens who desire entry into the United States for per- 
manent residence but are unable to do so because of the oversubscribed condition 
o: the quotas to which they are chargeable. The record presents no facts that 
justify granting him a preference over other aliens in Hungary and other foreign 
countries who are awaiting their turn for the issuance of immigration visas. It 
appears that even before the alien went to Australia, steps had been taken by 
his father in Hungary, and his uncle in this country to get him into this country 
asastudent. In recent years many nationals of countries whose quotas are over- 
subscribed, have entered the United States in the guise of students, with the hope 
of being able to adjust their status to permanent residence after entry, and thereby 
obtaining an unjust preference over those aliens who await abroad for their regular 
turn in the issuance of an immigration visa. 

, See the Department of Justice is unable to recommend enactment of 
the bill. 
Yours sincerely, 
Preyton Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Senator H. Alexander Smith, the author of the bill, has submitted 
the following information in connection with the case: 


Wasarneton, N. J., January 16, 1952. 
Re Alexander Urszu 


The Honorable H. ALEXANDER SMITH, 
United States Senate, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Senator Smiru: I am in receipt of your letter of January 14, 1952, in 
which you advise me that you have requested the Senate Judiciary Committee 
to reconsider your private bill, S. 762, for the relief of my nephew, Alexander 
Urszu. I should like to review the following pertinent information which the 
Judiciary Committee may wish to make a part of the boy’s file, and which infor- 
mation may have bearing on the final disposition of his case: 

(1) My nephew, Alexander Urszu, 20 years of age, Catholic by faith, was born 
in Budapest, Hungary, on October 3, 1931. The boy and his family escaped from 
the Russian onslaught and lived in Thuringen, Germany, for a year, 1944—45, 
and which was then under American occupation. However, overnight the Rus- 
sians took control of the place, leaving no time for the family to make further 
escape. They were herded like cattle on a Russian transport and returned to 
Hungary. Later, in April 1949, the boy managed to escape from behind the 
iron curtain, and was a cee person in Germany and Austria. He was 
subsequently admitted to an IRO youth camp in St. Gilgen (Austria) during the 
summer, 1949, where we were first able to communicate with him. 

(2) The boy could not have entered the United States at this time because of 
existing legislation which made only those.persons who had escaped from behind 
the iron curtain prior to January 1, 1949, eligible for admission to the United 
States as displaced persons. 

(3) Since the boy was a hombless stateless minor who had been a college 
preparatory student in Hungary and Czechoslovakia, we felt that we should 
at least help continue his education. Consequently, he was accepted for ad- 
mission to Blair Academy, Blairstown, N. J. for the school year, 1949-50 We 
sent the boy a letter of admission to Blair Academy, together with an affidavit of 
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support. These documents were presented to the American consul by the IRO 
youth camp head in behalf of the boy, but before the matter of a student visa 
could be settled, the [RO youth camp was closed, and at the insistence of the 
IRO authorities there he went on to Italy with a student group to await shipment 
to Australia under the IRO youth scheme (work part time; receive part-time 
education). 

However, because of a long period awaiting shipment to Australia, the boy 
became 18 years of age and was no longer eligible for the youth scheme benefits. 
He entered Australia as a laborer, and while there worked as a cook-interpreter 
in migrant hostels. 

(4) The Honorable Harold Holt, Australian Minister for Immigration upon the 
representations of Dr. Charles Birch, academic adviser of the World Student 
Relief Movement, University of Sydney, released my nephew from the work 
commitments the IRO had made in his behalf to the Australian Government, 
and granted the boy a reentry permit to Australia, without which he could not 
have received a student visa to come to the States to be educated by me. The 
student visa was granted him by the American vice consul in Sydney, Australia, 
and the boy arrived in the States by plane in October 1950 to complete his second- 
ary education at Blair Academy, Blairstown, N. J. 

(5) The boy is presently stateless, has no one to help him financially in Australia, 
has no.home there to which to return, and never had a home in Australia except 
for ay OR camps and hostels. 

(6) The boy is now enrolled as a premedical student at Lafayette College, 
Easton, Pa:, and hopes to go on to medical school in the States upon his graduation. 

(7) The Immigration and Naturalization Service’s charge that the boy was 
unlawfully employed at Blair Academy is absolutely without foundation, as 
testified to by Mr. Harold F. Walker, assistant headmaster there. The boy 
received a $400 reduction from the $1,550 school fees, and I paid the remaining 
$1,150. I also paid for his trip to the States from Sydney by plane, a matter of 
approximately $800. 

(8) The charges that the Justice Department made in a letter to Senator 
McCarran, dated August 13, 1951, ‘‘It appears that even before the alien went 
to Australia, steps had been taken by his father in Hungary * * * to get 
him in this coun.ry as a student”’ are incredible. Neither I nor the boy has any 
knowledge of such steps. The boy’s family had no resources, having lost all 
during the bombings of Budapest, and such a project, was never discussed with 
me by the boy’s father. I had no contact with the family from 1939-46, and 
during part of this period I served in the Medical Corps, AUS, and could not 
have assumed the boy’s responsibility. 

(9) In this same letter to Senator McCarran the Justice Department states, 
“The record presents no facts that justify granting him preference over other 
aliens in Hungary and other countries who are awaiting their turn for issuance 
of immigration visas.” 

I understand that aliens presently are not allowed to leave Hungary, and have 
not been allowed to do so for some time. Those Hungarian aliens outside 
Hungary for the most part left the country prior to Russian occupation, and 
never suffered the physical and mental hardships this occupation has imposed, 
and which were experienced by the boy and his family. 

(10) Finally, all who know Alex hold him in high esteem. With his back- 
ground, experiences, knowledge of languages, we feel that he has much to con- 
tribute if given the opportunity. He is a serious-minded young man of high 
character, who being stateless, with no home to return to in Australia, would be 
grateful to attain citizenship in this country. 

Respectfully yours, 
ALEXANDER Urszu Brrruanp, M. D. 





Buiatr ACADEMY, 
Blairstown, N. J., January 15, 1952. 
Hon. H. ALEXANDER Situ, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Smiru: I am very happy to write a letter in behalf of Alexander 
Urszu, for whom you have been so kind as to submit for consideration, bill 8. 762. 
Alexander was born in Budapest, October 3, 1931. In April 1949, he escaped 
from behind the Iron Curtain and was a displaced person in Austria. In Decem- 
ber 1949, he was able to enter Australia, but not under the usual Youth Movement 
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provision, because of a long delay in Italy. He entered Australia as a laborer. 
It was not until October 1950, that his relatives were able to get him into the 
United States. 

Alexander entered Blair in October 1950. He was under not only the handicap 
of his harrowing experiences, but also the lack of facility mm speaking. English. 
His first weeks at Blair were very difficult for him, both in and out of the classroom. 
It was hard for him to realize that he was living among friefids. ‘Gradually his 
scholastic achievement improved, and his true worth as a student and citizen 
became evident. He passed our regular senior college preparatory course with 
creditable grades, certifying or honoring in three of his five courses. He was 
admitted to Lafayette College, where he is now doing excellent work. 

Those of us at Blair, the administration, faculty and student body, who came 
to know Alex well, realized what an unusually fine young man he was. He has 
those qualities of courage, manliness, intelligence and character which warrant 
every effort that can be made in his behalf to be allowed to live permanently in 
our great country. Asa New Englander I recognize in Alex Urszu many of those 
qualities which I have been told were possessed by our New England ancestors. 

It is such men as Alex Urszu that we should welcome to our country from 
foreign shores. 

Sincerely yours, 


H. F. Wauxer, 
Asststant Headmaster. 


The committee, after consideration of all the faets-m-the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 762) should be enacted. 
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